emplaced in various fleld fortifications along the coast for =
number of weeks already, which accounted partly for the terrific
fire we encountered during the initisl stages of the landing. 3
processed about 120 prisoners the first day and around 80 the 2nd
day, after that their number fell of? considerably during the next
few days as our regiment was, on account of its terrible losses,
put into Division ressrve., Most priscnérs I received from now on
were mostly deserters or left behinds stirred up out of ditches or
other hiding places. = '

Soon after our first prisonsrs arrived oa "D" day, both our
own and also the Shore-Party Zngineer Brigade MPs arrived and we
operated Jointly throughout "D" day, as there was no room for 2
inclosures, and it worked fine as the whole thing was necessarily
very informal anyway, A big part of the time was spent by prisoners
and myself hitting the ground when mortar and artillery shells came
whistling down. My team got though "D" day without a scratch ( how,
I don't know) but I bhad a prisoner killed and a number of them also
some iPs, wounded, even though we did have them in the safest
possible spot under the circumstances. i have received a lot of
useful information so far. Have had no trouble with any of the
prisoners as far as meking them talk is concerned.

. They all talk freely (Have had to shut some of them up for
talking too damned much). The officers I had (highes: rank
Captain), also talked fairly freely when engaged in conversation, but
did not respond so well to direct guestioning. All were very polite
and cooperative, have had none of the so-called "arrogant” type, but
wlll be able to deal with them if we run across any. |

1 adopt a fairly stern, matter of fact attitude in most of my
interrogations and seem to be getting excellent rssults. cometimes, |
if warranted, I fall into a more easy-going conversational tone of :
voice, which has also got me good results. Fave had very few

nuaaainnﬂ to shout at any of our prisoners.

ihe first night on shore was one not so soon forgotten. I
have never been so cold and miserable in all my life. e were still
more or. less wet from the landing, and with no sheiter or blankets
avalleble I shivered most of the night while trying to get a wink of
sleep. The cellophane gas cape was used by most of us to keep the
wind off a little bit. Our wounded were suffering espeecially as
none were evacuated on "D" day, except what some of the navy picked
up in the water, but I had taken all the overcoats of the prisoners
and we used them on most of the wounded,

Next day we changed CPs twice and everyday thereafter for about
a week, we changed our CF once a day, moving forward a few miles
- each tinme. I always move with the CP, leaving, i1f necessary, one of
my men behind, to Tfinish up any business., For the last 2 weeks we
bave been in the same place now, and I have a good set-up in an
orchard that affords good cover, but there is not much to do.  §
have my CP tent set up and it comes in very handy on account of the

| FRET e


http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

- comes over every night.

f

‘has me check on the other teams at the 18th and 2

frequent rains. Our CO does not favor the uge of buildings so I
will probably make good use of the tent, if we stay any time at all
in one place. My men and myself have all dug slit trenches i feet h
deep, covered them with heavy oak logs, and over them a thick layer
of carth, whichk should give us prntaﬂtinn from the shell fire which

T

My vehlcles came through in gond shape, both the jeep with me
and the one with Division Hg., 'The boys had done & good Job of
waterproofing on them, and it was a good thing too, as they had to
lend in 3 feet of water. My jeep was supposed to land at Hplus - -
220 but after 2 unsuccessful attempts due to the heavy fire being
brought on the ICT ferrying 1t, the leep did not land upntil the next
day end after going through.the Vehicle Transit Area, joined me in
the afternoon, - My trailer was supposed to come in with the Division
residue vehicles on D plus 7, and did so and was turned over to me
in good shape. : . | . -

- As I indicated before, things are slow right now, our regiment
8till being in reserve, and the whole lst Division advancing not
further until the EBEritish on our left and the 2nd Uivision on our
right come up on line with us, The Division G-2, Lieut. Col. Evans,
; éth, and at the
Jivision cage once in a while, to see that evsrything runs smoothly,
i being the senior nffiueri but everything seems to be alright,

except that the gualificatlions of some of the enllsted personnel ;

leave something to be desired, aceording to their 0ICs, but I do not
feal that this impairs the efﬁiuianny of the teams 28 a whole too

- much., The various 3<28 concerned seem to be satisfied.

- #Altomether this operation hes proven to me & very inberesting.
experience and has made up somewhat for the months of insctivity
bebind us, I certainly heve been fortunate in my assigmment to the
1st Division and especinlly the 16th Infantrye As & combat unit
I Think 1t is tops. The fact that this Division has now made its

third landing contributed much to the smocth working and success of

this operation, and the quick reorganization after the first confusior
at the beach, Ever since I joined the outfit I was aware of every-
body knowlng his Job and going about it in & business like manner,
Never have I secen any of the total confusion and shkouting that goes
on in some outfits, whenever they start on s new phase of their
training or upar&niﬁ ’ For instance, the $/8gt in cherge of the
Regimental MPs 1s a police sergeant in the States, and he has been

in charge of the MP platoon ever since the landing at Cran and
Sicily. This paturally made the handling of prisoners work just
l1ike cloekwork. i a

. -1 would like to make a few remorks in regard to equipment..
I have found the following items very helpful, and feel that they
should be issued to all teams going into the rield, if at &1l
practicable: ' | - .

~SEL =
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1 per individual

1 per team

1 per individual

1 per CP tert issued

Entrenching tools, w/carrier
Watercan, 5§ gallon e
Camouflage net, helmet
Cemouflage net, large

0L SAE e M

Tube, tin, map storage 1 per team
Lantern, Powerlite, Delta 1 per team .
1 have found nc use for the following: |
Radlos £11 teams in the division have theirs turned
in, : : ,
Alarm, gas Alarm _can be given by voice for a emall unit -
like a Pi team. o

~ Knifs, pocket - Men have enough cutting edges already, i.e,
| | - | messkit knife, trench knife, and knife

0 - | in TE-33 kit. = —

Desk, field, Hg, Too bulky, compsny size field desk seems to

= = = be sufficient. | : |

Cabinet, file, 2-drawer Too bulky to Justify any usefulness. Papers

» oan be kept in field desk, |
Lantern, gas, Coleman “hile this lamp gives an excellent light,
- does not work on anything but white gas,

which 18 unobtainable, Substitute =
Delte Fowsrlite.

more than Euffigiant;_._h = qﬁaﬁ; ety

% 4

_ Map measurer
Alidade
~ Protractor,

| The l-burner gnsoline stove hﬁalpra?ad invaluable and two
per tesm could easily be used. ' | |

I would alsc like to mention a few sdministrative matters,
First, promotions; I-am.still,warking under the assumption that
Memo, Hq FID, WIS, dated 7 Jan 44, is still in effect, and have
~ been trying twice to get a promotion for ILt. Shapiro, and also for
9/5 Sehneider and Pvt Valtin, If the provisions of that memo are
uoti in foree anymore, espeelally as far as promotiong are concerned,
please let me know. I heard something to the effect that »romotion
recommendations are now supposed to go Lhrough administrative -
channels rather than intelliigence ghannels, soes IID still act on
them at all or are the promotions handled by MIC itsalf? Whatever
it is, I would appreciste it if you eould do something for Lt,
Jhapiro, My fecormendations set forth in my letter of 28 February -
L4 still stand good except that I would unot rate him quite as highly
on "tact" at this tims, However, if there is anything against his
- promotion, plesse let me know, and I will drop the whcle matter,

‘atermark Now
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In regard to 85#. John F. fisher, I would like to make
refsrence to per, 5s S0 #127, Hq MIS, 15 May 4L, which directs his
relief from this team and places himaﬂn D5 with FID directing him
to report to its Co, Sgt. Pischer is not able to ﬁﬂm ply with this
order as he was transferred on 13 May L4, to thé Detachment of
Patlents, 67th General Hospital, AFO #511 Therefore 1 balia?a
that thia order shuul& be eibh&r amended or ravnked.

If in the near or distant future the need for Cermau intarrﬂga

ors should ease up somewhat, I would like to be kept in mind for
any other assignment whﬁrﬂ-my'langnaga qualificetions and my past

dministrative experience in ths Army can be used advantageously,
prﬁrarﬂgly $amathing that requires a little more executive ability
and a little more exercise of raapansihility th&ngmy*prﬂasnt =
assignmsnt, |

If you would like a more detailed report on any phase of my
activities during the past Tew weeks, I will be glad ta send it
to you, . .

Piaaﬂa give my respects to Gai Hochschild and ramamhar:m&

 to any of my friends that may still be left in Brﬂaﬁway._

]

Sincarsly,

/s/ FRED GERCEKE
- Captain, C. A, C,

;
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ice of the Supply Officer “

. J.&l- # P # D.. # 1 § U.-‘ i A&q-ﬁ’lﬁ

- 12 June 44
SUBJECT: Report of Events, S-4 S8ection, 16th Infantry. @ /?
To 2t D=1, 16th Infartry.

Cn June, 6, 1944 at 0830 hours, five men of the R.gimental -4

Section landed on the coast of France in the vielnlty of Colleville-Sur-Mer,
under the command of Major Leonard C. Godfray. This aroup, despite con-

tinuous shelling and machine gun fire while still in the asszult eraft,
waded ashore where they were pined down by heavy machine gun fire, located
in pilll boxes on the beach and gurrounding hills,

Mdajor Godfray, while attempting to lead the section across the
beach 1nland, was killed by machine gun fire snd Staff Sergesnt 3chweltzer
wag wounded in the head by schrapnel. Second Lt. H. D. B_lyeat assumed
command and brought the sectlion throuszh the mine fields to a place of

comparative safety,

The remainder of the seeti n, under the command of Captain John M,
Srooks, landed at 1800 hours from a LCT. The surf at this time was qulie
high and the men were forced to wim ashore. Sporadic enemy artillery flre
wag Talling on the beach and one man was slightly wounded while crossingz the
beach to th2s high ground. |
ihe entire section met at the Regimental CP at 2300 hours and at this
ime, MajJor Tyomas MeKoan assumed the duties of S-4. The section dug in and
pent the night at the Regimental CP, one (1) mile nortn of Colleville,

+-Ihe next day, June 7, 1944, was spent by the seetion, in locating
tnition dumps and replenishing the supply of ammunition to the battalions.,

—~_  section was plit azain btween Vehicle Bransit Area No. 3 and Vehicle

+ansit Area No. 4 to agiist in locating 16th Infantry vehicles and directing
the drigers to their respective units, At 1900 hours, the section moved to °
Colleville and dug in for the night. Only sporadic sniper fire was heard
near the CP during the night. ,

| On June 8, S-4, having received enough transportation , proceeded to
dpraw ratlions and clothing and equipment. Cnly a limited stock was available
at the quartermaster DP,but a large guwantity~wag\obtained., Weapons were pro-
cgssed through S-4 to the Op@Rance,@o¥ (Pepair and replacement. The section
marched four miles to a newgllP, 14 mile north of Bellefontaine and the s
merch was completed and men™ dug in by 2300 hours. Heavy anti-aireraft fire
took place around 2400 hours and one enemy plane was observed to Zo down in
flames, The remainder of the night was quiet.
\- - On June 9, the usual S-4 functions wentx on during the day and at 1800 2

aurs, the section marched three milesto the new CP, located one mile north i
'”“‘“'ﬁ@r=ﬂn-8esain. One air raid occurred during the night but no bombes fell | =
— 1} area, i
= ~June 10 was spent handling rolls of the regilment which had just arrived i
from the ships., Over 1500 bedding rolls were processed and delivered to the
regiment, Additlonal items of QM equipment were received and isasued durin the
day. The section moved by transport at 1800 hoursk& to a new CP, located 1/2
mile north of Cottun. The remainder of the night was guilet, except for anti-

aircraft fire from the heach,
‘n June 11, more rolls continued to arrive for the regiment and some

YeRYVESXURUXVEPRYREAVNeAPENY weapons and repaired vehicles were returned
from the Divlision Ordnance. Two enemy fighter planes flew overthe CP at a
low altltude at 1130 hours. At 1700 hours, one snemy fighter plahe wasg

#een flying low to the north of the CP. At 1900hours, after reconnalsgsance
by Maj. lMcKoan and Lt. Balyeat, a new CP was set up at a farm house one mile

wegt of AGY, The move was completed at 2300 hours.

ey
From an account by Maj. Thomas P. McKoan, Regimental S-4 , 16th Inf.,

at 16th Inf.== 5 July/44
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EPORT : | —
a4 report ol the Initisl Landing of U.S5.C.G, LCT 85 With (gt)
90 Members of the First Medical Bagttalion, Company A, 6 June 1944%

Cn the morning of June the Sixth, 1944 the assault landing craft of which
Company A, 1lst Medical Battalion, wos aboard approachned the beach at the
appointed hour., Zighty six menh and four officers of Company A were aboard.
at 8:30 AM eur craft, LCI 85, headed in for the shore with no ensmv ono-
gitlon encountered so far. Ag the boat slid in over the pilings that stueck

up there in front of us one could see soldiers lined up all along the rocky

beach ahead of us. 3uddenly we came to a stop =2nd at that instant we could
aear gunfire and then the report of shell fire. The men in charge at the

front of the bhoat were then determininez whether 1t wes too deep to let down
the ramps =2nd at this time the first eries of the wounded from up front
could b2 heard and we who were on the port side of the hoat knew that

e target for all the firing we heard around us. The sXipper
iIr, Henley, then declded that a landing couldnt be effected
¢ eraft off the pillings and pulled out sbout a hin-

r snothner try. At this time the report of fire wzas heard

and smoke ecould be seen pouring out from out of the doprways just
forward of our position. As the craft went underway arzain for another
try at the beach Captain R,lston was seen standing in the doorwayk
leading from the t smoking number three hold directing the men out
of the sure death down below to a position along the port side of the
boat.This he did while we were still under enfmy fire.Anout fifteen minutes
"ad elapsed betwesn the time we backed off the beach and headed in for 2

dred yards f¢

~=nother try at the shore. It was also wident.at this time that

-

- eleven, our decided list to atagpgarﬁ;mggéffﬁﬁaifficult and perilous
to trangfer our wounded and dead “but bhis wa:

~ already done meritorieus service whils

we had suffered s hit bh=slow the water line due to 2 list to the
starboard side of the ship.The second attempt in kkk at the beaeh was
more sucessful ag far as getting the ship in close enouzh to disembark
and one of the boat members we later learned jumped in with a 1life -
line and managed to get to shore wvia this 1ine but the enemy was threwinsg all |
his fire at us and soon he shot away the landing ramp and at the *
same time injuring and killin~ others who were crowded forward

pf= _ns o o W s O F ol

A s S A & P Sl R mpy U FUWUet TOIv 2
and trying to get off the ollPl EMnBiHdw|Broke out in the two forward
nolds and the craft becan t@mnhavel™® more pronounced list to the
starboard. The craft was the® heksd away from the shore after the
Skipper had evidently decided that no more landings could bes made

and also in view of the seriously damazed ship. Al during this

ke

injured aoard the ship. I later leasrned that Captain Hahn hzd gone

©n into one of the holds that was on fire and haz glven plasma to
oné of the injured. Captailn Apanasewlcz was giving aid to two ieriously
wounded men who were injured on the starboemd side of the ship which was
then getting to be a dangerous place to be in. Captain Ralston was then seen
glving plasma to men who had been shot and disfigured while standing
amidships waiting their turn to get off. IvhektavevitxwaexIt was then zbomuky
between 0930 and 1000 andkx the ship had msde two attempts to land on shore,
geveral men succeeding in getting ashore but wthers were cut down where they
stocd and others, still able to function, were doing all they could for the
injured. Flre was gtlll raging t¢ in the holds and the ship continued to list,.
At this polint a zam small landing boat came alongside and about 30 men from tk!
rear of the boat went aboard with Lt. Cox., None of the Co. A personnel went |
aboard this craft. Enllsted personnel who were seen deing meretorious service

shelling the Mediecal personnel was givine what aid they could to the

A 1 ke e 5 .-.:17!- -

ol B

all during this action were:

Ginnettl, later mlsging, S_rgeant Klein, later wounded, Ssrzeant
Dumphey who did outstanding service, later wunded, and private
Hopper who gave Captain R lston yeomans service in keeping

agcount of all our wounded and keeping the company to-gether,

It was now a2bout ten -thirty and:I was then near the control tower
and learned that the Skipner had decided to go out b the U335 Chase -
and transfar our dead and wounded. When we reached the Chase, sometimes after

b
IS

el Ml emy i

; 1s was accomplished by the hard ;;f
and €aai work of all the army officers and Lt. (JG) Kincaid MC, who had: .
we were making the previous lendings,

Al :
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The roughness of the sea, the dense smoke alonig the beach and
some mist at sea all contributed to "E" coming in at the wrong place
and becoming dispersed over a wide area. (1/8gt Lawrence J. FitzZe
simrons, T/Sgt Joseph A. Toth and T/Sgt Calvin L. Ellis). The men
noted that the Navy crew seemed green and that when fired upon, they
would not get to thelr guns. When at last ordered to get to the guns,
they fired willdly and would not expose themselves. In Ellis! boat,
the coxswaln didn't know where to go and asked Ellis: "What is the
objective?” Ellis pointed it out to him ag% then noted he was moving
too far right. He sald: "Bear left ® He ton t9ld the coxswain he wase
bearing too far left, but the man kept on the same course,

The Co boats began stringing out, and finally lost one another.
All were supposed to gulde on the CP boat, but that boat too was beare
ing far left and the others realized it. iF‘itzsimmana). The men kept
yelling at the coxswain: "You're going left." He ignored them and
kept on the same course. The CP boat landed far lefte-near 16-3's
sector. The only boats the CP men could then see were Nos 2 and 3,
which were a little to their right., (FPitzsimmons)., Ellis saw one
other Co boat come in about 300 yds from him; that was all. Perheps
800 yds separated the two flanks,

In all of the boats the in-passage was not too costly but when
the ramps were dropped, automatic fire caught the open ends dead on.
Some of them were caught in crossing bandes of fire. The CP boat took
its heaviest losses at that moment and only 12 of 36 men got to the
beach. The rest got 1t in the water, as théy waded in from a sandbar,
or were hit as they returned to drag in the wounded.

SBection no 1, however, didn't lose a man in the water: the fire
against the section was small in volume and erratic. (T/Sgt Phillip
Streczyk).

! Toth's 2nd section was dropped in water over its heed, the coxswailn
~having started shying off as he drew into the beach. More than half

of the men came in swimming; come, it was believed, were carried down

by the weight of their equipment. (Toth)

All told, "E¥ lost 105 men durlng she day, and only 1 of these was
lost during the movement inland. Most of the others were lost in the
water: many of the wounded crawled to the edge of the sand, fell ex-
hausted and were there caught by the tide. In trying to pull these
men in, the able-bodled were o¢aught by enemy fire and some of 'these
wounded also died from drowning. The Medical Detachment, coming in
on the 4th wave, took enough easualties that its own wounded mono-
polized its attention. (Lt Thad A. Shaw, Ellis). On the beech, the
men of "E" noted only other infantrymen. The wire and obstacles had
not been touched. A few minutes later, the men of "E" saw the firet
engineers arrive and set to work, |

Strngﬁingiaheaﬂ of the Co were 300 yds of sand, and then a steep
hill. Thé mén “among them knew that they had to move, but even they
felt their 'strength and will fading. The fire was hot; thelr loads
were heavy. Thelr natural inclination was to stay there. (Fitzsimmons

B

§

AN


http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

C c_&(" o

and Elliu;ig They went on a few feet and then flopped sgain. The tide
came racing in behind them and pushed them on. Fitzeimmone saw two
of hile men---Pvts Spencer and Walch--take a few strides, flop down and

then be blﬁyn bodily into the air by mines buried on the besch. Both

It tau# one hour to get the survivors asrossa the sand and to the
foot of the hill. They went frd one at & time, figuring that they would
be less of a target this way. German riflemen were firing at them from
the brow of the hill and they were getting automatie fire from both
flanke along the beach. FEllis saw four enemy riflemen fire at his
men from atop the hill and then move along it in silhouette. He tried
to get some fire on them but disecovered that every weapon in his section
was out of action. The riflemen disappeared suddenly as if the ground

had swallowed them snd he figured that they had dropped into an emplace-
ment.

Some of the men froze on the beach, wretched with seasickness snd
fear, refusing to move. Most of survivors tolled painfully to the =
foot of the hill where the enemv might well have found and destroyed
- them, slnce they had no fire power. (Fitzsimmons)

Streczyk's section---which wee to contribute one of the most
intrepld actions of the entire day--came in exactly where #@¥ was
supposed to land., (See overlay: The place of landing was identified
by Streczyk's surviving members and by Streczyk during the interview, )
Streczyk got 32 men onto the sande, took 12 ecasualtiecs moatly from
bullet fire in getting across the beach, and continued onward immediste~
1y with 20 men. The Germen SP---govering BXIT' 3 on the eastern gldg=w=
when the debouchement tosk place was to the party's immediste right,
and from this, they were drawing most of the fire. Dead ahead of them
was & small ravine and thelr approsch wes direct toward it. Thie put
them & 1ittle to the left of the fipst line of emplacements serving
a8 an outwork for the SP. A communications trench led Back from the
emplacements. The party moved rapldly up the draw, then went right
and slightly up hill in such way that they emerged on the resr of the
outwork before the enemy had noted the movement. (Streezyk) The 14
Germans inside the work were caught flat-footed. The party sttescked
them with grenades and bazookas and they made & futile attempt to
reply with grenadee: several were killed, two were captured snd the
others got away to the 8p.

The party then attacked the Sp from the rar, and had its rearward
exit covered before & shot was fired. From the cover of an outer
trench, they engaged it with grenades, The enemy fire gradually fell
off as the occupants went to cover. but there was no sign of 2 surrender.
For 4% hours, Streeczyk's men ataye& there, keeping thie point neutrsl-
ized and thereby greatly asslsting the movements of “G* snd of other
units across the beach, Yet they di1d not feel strong enough to asssulg
it directly and under the conditions in which the men were employed,
the Streczyk party was wholly scattered with each man fighting hie
own battle and doing what he ecould to harrass the enemy. In this time
they took 21 prisonere and left an equal number of German dead behind
without, themsel vee losing one man. They had kept under cover in the
outworks, worked in small groups through the trenches and gradually
reduced the enemy strength so that the SP was not capable of any strong
aetlon. It had become "eontained.™

v
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Streczyk's men had blown the wire confronting the ravine just
after landing. There was thus a convenient avenue for the advance of
other troops. Fitzeimmons, who had landed well over to the left,
came up shortly after 1100 and learned sbout the breach. The Co
Commander, Capt Edward F, Wozenski, then decided to move laterally
along the beach toward Streczyk and he and Fitzsimmoneg set to work
. rounding up the men. They could get only about 1% sguads together.
Wozenskl then tried to get smoke laild on the beach to cover the moves
ment to the right but this was unavailing. The party then moved on
along the beach,

18t Section had already quit the ground around the German SP
and gone on inland when Wozenski's group came %o the route which they
had taken up the hill. A% the rear of the German SP, they ran into
scattered enemy riflemen and some machine gun fire but the enemy
reslstance here was now disorganized. ;

They went on. About 1200, Wozenskil halted his party sbout 1000
yde S of Exit 8. He sent Pitzsimmons back to the beach to look for '
~more of the Co. Fitzsimmons met Toth and 7 men coming through the
- mine field., Other small groups were met and collected farther back.
The Wozenskl group had caught up with the Streczyk perty in the
interiménd and with the fresh men brought in by FPitzsinmona, the Co
numbered 60 men. They organized in two platoons and continued to
sweep toward Colleville where they went into position on the right of
9@". They had encountered some sniper fire on the way and had taken
a few casualties but most of their trouble had come on the beach,

Ellis and 20 men were up with Stine and Krukas' section from
"G" in the advanced ground, and bad An fact been the first men to .
reach thls position. They stayed there 4 hours, getting rifle fire
from thelr rear and beinéiunable to return it lest they fire into
the gﬁs positions. After that, they returned to Bn CP and rejoined
the Co.

_ Lt Bhaw was in a party that arrived 2 hours later than the main
- body. The boat was hit by 3 artillery shells when 400 yds from shore,
Three men were killled and 12 wounded; the engine was destroyed. The
boat began to drift. There was a tank in the LCT. As the boat drifted,
the tanker trained his 75 on the German artillery plece which had

put them under fire; he had the good luck to demolish it on the first
round. For' 2 hours the boat drifted and finally grounded on the rocks,
near the beach. Bhaw had the ramp lowered. He hit the water with two
other men, and one was immediately felled by machine gun fire. Shaw
then ordered the men to unload on the other side of the boat and they
waded on in---21 from and miscellancaous elements--66 men all told.
The fire on Bn 2 beach was still heavy. 8o they found & section of
scaling ladder and went on up the ¢liffe-=the 66 men using one 5-foot
section of ladder as 1t was needed. They found German mines all along
the ledges, but were able to avoid them.

Stfenzyk said that after getting to the top of the hill, his
party moved west, not east, and that in so doing, they erossed the
route by which Dawson and his men had moved inland from the beach. He
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wag positive that thﬁ party had moved to the right after reducing the

8P. The other men agreed that this was the line taken by the small

parties which came up on Strezyk's rear. Fitzsimmons said that the

groups which came up later and took the same route were not serlously

checked by fire on the beach nor tn their Journey up the hill,
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Co. "E" 16th Infantry {E&g
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rthe following is a cronological listing of events, actions and
clrcumstances surrounding the landing of Co . "E", 16th Infantrv in the
assault wave on Beach "Omaha"., Easy Red-- North of Celleville-3ur-
Mer, France on 6 June 1944, °

Aboard the U.S.S. Henrico - APA #2- Revelille was sounded at
Cl:0C hours 6 June 1944, uarters were polieced aad equlipment coll-
ected and adjusted for debarkation. -

Detalls from tre company reported to the ship galley for brezk-
Tast Wich consisted of black coffee and one sandwich per man not a
very appetising messg,

At 03:30 hours Co "E" wag called to debarkation stationsa.

At O4:15 hours the Assault wave Co's "z & "F" were lowered into the
sea which was very rough ~or the small asgault craft.

' There was considerable milling about, shouting and jugling for
positions on the part of the assault craft until they were in
proper order for Rendezvouline.

The order to lower away wag delayed for gome resson and the
assault craft were considerably knoeked about by bankine into
the mother ship as she rolled in the heavy sea.,

Once in the rendezvous area, as 1n go many of our prior
excercises, there was the usual racing around for well -ver one hour
jurings which every man wasg completely soaked and many slckened.,

With "H" hour at 06:30 hrs. apprehension inecreased as we
continued to rendezvous after 06:00 hrs.

Al approximately 06:60 haurs. heavy naval supnort weapons
opsned up with their firs digplay. followed by flashes from the
distant low shore where the shells were landing,

A few enemy planes floated over| ths masssd invasion forces
dropping their long burfilne flares "'

Anxious eyes scann@d the' dawn, lightened SXles, searching for
the -hundreds of promised bombers- especialy any headed for "Easy
Red" our besch. Dam few were seen and theve many high flying
fighters, _

Now we were headed in for shore-pounding in the rough sea.

Out to our front we could see ths LOT's "Rocket) movinc up
to firins position. Guide craft and tank shivns were out front as
well as small support boats, '

Ahout a2 mile off shore we began to pass a few, and then more
and more , men possing aout in the water in 1ife belts and small
rubber raft- at first we thought that these men were shot down
alrmen but soon res 'ized that they must be tank men from tanks
that had sunk; | ' :

We knew our time table wag off when, as we were gtill 10:15
minutes off shore, the rccket ships opened up with their thousands
of rockets, It certainly was an impressive: and cheerine sight.
Unfortunately, as was later seen, 1t was moralzs effect only what
was achleved by our rocket ships for we saw ro material effects
of their landing- apvarently most had fallen into the water.
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2 Cos E, cont,

| Absoclutely nothins was gosn at the assault landin- eraft
ffom the 116th Inf. to our risht « we didn't kriow whether they had
already landed or wire still out of sight bshind us,

Vearing the shore, to a polnt where it was posaible %o
easily recognize landmarks, it boocame obvious that the company wes
veing landed ap-roximatsly 1000 yds left of the scheluled landing
point, L |

How anyon2 who had “esen briefed could nm2ge suehk an error, T
will noever know, for ‘he lons house whiech so prominsntly marized

Sxit FE83" wes in flames, and clearly showed 1ta distinetive outline.

Small aras and AT fire onensd up on us as we were gtill
500=60C y4da off shora,

Jhen told to fire back, from our LEVP, with the MG's mounted
astern. The naval man on one gun fired a bur=4 straight up into

the performance 1€ I ever saw one, l'lo one would man the: second sun,

4G fire was ratlin- acsisnt the ramp as the boat srounded.
For some reason the ramp w2s not lached durinz any nart of our
tripo, but the ramp would not 7o down. Four or five men bat Lered
at. the ramp until it fell, and the men with it. |

fhe boats were arriedly emptied - 4he men Jumpin~ into water
shoulder high, tlnder intense MG & AT fire. No soonsr was the
last man out than the boat recaivsd two direct hiis from sn AP
funy and was believed to have burned and Blown UDs

. Now, allthe men in Lhe company could be seen wading aghore

into the field of intenass “ire from tha q6%4, rifles, AT auns and
mortars, Dus to the heavy sea, the strons erods surrent an? ths
loads that the men were carrving no one could run., It was Just
a aia? methodical march with abaglutelz 3§ xq ver up to the enemy's
Co nanding positions. Jdban HEGTE bhiPight, and the water
reddéesed with their blass, ﬁ eW “en hit under water minca of
some 30rh, and wers bldwh o * of “he sea. The othersa staprersed on
to the obstavle cowered, vet completely exposed beach. Here men,
in shser exhaustion, nit the beach only te rise and move forward
thru a tide r nlet that threatned to sweon them of thaip feet. |
“en were fallins on all sides »ut the surviroers atill moved forward
and eventually worted T0 & plle of shell at the high water mark,
This offered nonsntary protection =mainagt the murderous fire of
Close=-in enemy suns bhut his mortars were atill raisine hell.

A firine 1ina was bytit up alons this pile of shell and the
enamy gsuns wars brousght under small arms “ire uniortunateky most
of our guns were jammed with sand bu' every arm was broucht to
b2ar on the enemy, #Man armed with nlat 1ls alone were firing bhaek
at maeghine suns in an affort %o sover thas company's men still

.8trugslin: ashores Othar men dlsrplayinz the best in coura-e and
“devotion to duty strin od and ¢leaned thalr weapons while under

heavy fire, : X ,
Thoush enemy machine suns and snipoers would mercilesly mow

'ﬂﬂwn,anyﬂnﬂ attemptlny to go back %o tha water and dra= their

wounded somrades to the lae of the shell many men dro-paed back to
do 1%t and a Tew sucecasded dsvnlted the pbint dlank onemy fire,
- An atdempt was made Lo reorsanize ‘he seattered ramnan’'s of

the company for an attae: on tha ensny's strons point to our frontd

Cnly two msn who could be found 2nd rost of their weasons were

Janmed, RYralERgk All radio com-unication W8 gone, AN At smpt

was ma’e Lo «et gsmoke for eovar but Hithﬂuﬁ-ﬂ?éiﬁ?? Eiﬁﬁiﬂﬁ in an

effort to reorsanize in some atran“th_a*}ﬁtﬁ?ﬂl-ﬁa@ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%igﬁgngaﬁﬁﬁ
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3 Co.- B cont.

Approaching thls point 1t was seen that the first platoon
of Company E had broken thpoough just east of Bxit E-1. <L‘here
Lt. Spaulding, with hlis platoon made the initlial brake through
from the beach and the entire beabh Easy Red was attempting to
clear inland by his route despite the fact that ¥t was being
swept by machine gun, artillery, mortar, and AM fire. Mines
were thickly sown throughout the area but the company heedless of
this danger realized the necessity of a break-through and plunged
boldly throush to attack and silence the machine guns covering
the sector,. |

WorkZzinz thelr way to the top of the high ground overlooking
the beach the firgt platoon under covering fire of a platowon from
"G" Co. 16th INf. worked west where pill box by pill box it redu-
ced the strong point guarding the East side of "E-1" exteemely
stuborn registance was encountered in this point with its maze of
under ground shelters, trenches and dugouts. There was 2 cabse
exchange of grenades, small arms fire until the platoon had cor-
nered about twenty men and an officer. Again there wag a fierce
exchange of grenades in the confined trenches until the enemy
was overpowered and surrendered,

Having cleaned this strong point the remnants of the Co.
without communications of a i ﬁind pushed on towards its objective,

Reaching a point apﬁrnximﬁtely 1000 yds south of "E-1" the Co
was held up and partially reorganized. A rouzh check shmweﬁ that
well over 100 men out of the 183 landed were killed wounded or mi-
ssing.

Patrols were sent into newly discovered strong points. to the
front untll the first Batalllion took over fhe Jjob of reducing it.
Orders came from batsaliohfHgqao(Wypruner to move east hh
kekk. The Col movad ff“% thent sodth alonz the road to the town.

Snipers were extremel§llaccurate 211 throughout but the @o.
moved towards its destination. H=avy accurate artillery fire
regigtered on the Co. for a few minutes but no casualties wers
guffered. ;

The Battalion commander ordered the Go, then about Tifty
atrong, to sweep the woods and hkREsfislds west of the Coleville
road and proceed to the Coleville -3t. Laurent road. The Co.
swept forward without serious oprnoslition but the gmall Hgs. group
followéng the deployed Co. was repeteadly plned down by machine
gun and snlper fire. It became apparent that the enemy was not
firing on large groups but was concentrating on small ones,

The enemy had previously prevnarca fox-hiclesa, treanches,
and deadly fields of fire through this area and was difficult to
locate and drtve of. _a |

G Co. 2nd Bat. 16th I f. had in the meantime moved up to
Colevillas=-"ur-Mer and cccuﬂiﬂﬁ the west half of the town in a
bitter "truﬂﬂlﬁ E Co. with an atsachment of one sectlon of
each company's machine guns was given the mission of b.11lding up
the battalion line by going into cover G Co's right flank which
was axpﬂaed to namerous enemy machine guns and enemy pKRkEkKhE
machine »nistol men. Two skesleton sections of E Company ﬂﬂVﬂd on
under Lt Robert A. Huch to take positions on the right of G. Co.
The situation at the time was extremely touch and go With enemy
in front among and behind the company. 8111l the Lt. Huch 1ed
his men into this rather dssperate situation whers by settlng
Gﬂuﬁ and holding his ground he eased the dangerous pressure

right and eventually established a Bat'n line.
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The Stmr? of Company F, lﬁth Infantry, on D Day. ; | {;fﬁg}

The antire compeny was in tle acsauls wave. It was contained in
8lx boete entitled healquarters detechment, and the one thru fifth
asgault gection bosts. During th& approach the boats were to advence
in e column of beats, later to deploy in a regular company front esome ;
hundred ysrds apart. All boats were to touch the shore at the gsame “
instant,

No fire wae encountered from embarkation in the asssult beats until
two hundred yards from shore. The fire at this point was entirely
small arme flre and 4did no deamage to any section. The headausrters
detachment boat contalned the Company coumander, Captain John G. W.
Flnke, the company executive offlcer, Lt Howard Pearre, the fTirst
Eergfpnt ogt Thaddeus A. Lombarski, and tweniy-seven others. Ceptain
Finke Etnnd at the Tront of the hﬂat to gulde the naval personnel tn
the proper besch. The coxswaln was bearing too far to the left and the
captain insleted that a change be made to the right. By the time that
the change ln directlon wes made, it was $oo late to hit the proper
epot. The boat beached 200 yards to the left of ita objective,

In the Pirst ascault section boat the aramy leader wae Lt Aaron
E. Dennstedt, hls ascsistant, Staff Sgt Andrew Neseviteoh. ©Sgt Nesevitch

folt that the Na avy ¢1id ites best to hit the proper besch but by the time
1t was identified the ground swell was so large that a change of
direction wae dangsrous. It wasg betler Lo get out whereever you were.
Navy nmen 1in the boat fired thelr mechilne guns all the way in to the
beach., Thie boat beached Z00 yarde to the right of its objective.

Lt Bernaré J. Rush wee in charge of the seeond asssult section,
hiq aseistant wes T/3gt George B. Hammond. Due to the mist it was

very dlfficult to see the beach, Lt Rush was hear the ramp and ineisted
that the boat bear to themight, Adgt|Hduubnd 'stood near the coxswain
gnd relayed the 1nformat$eﬁ.but the coxswain refused to follow thege
directionsg until ¥oo 1atesl The landlng was 800 yards to the left of
the proper gpot. The ramp stuck momentarily before 1t onened.

The thirde sectlon host wes commanded by Lt Gilbert H. Roilins.

It landed a good deal right of 1te target and was near the boat of
the headgquarteres Qetachfment,

The fourth section was commanded by Lt Glendon 8. Siefert, hise
aseliatant, T/8s% Parys %Willisme. This Eﬂuhiﬂn followed ELGHEIH behind
the third ﬂpctirn but was forced %o halt as an L8T broke through the
formation. Later thip gection 4did cateh up &nu neaded for 1its proper
landing point. The coxswaln believed himself to be on the wrong cenurae
but Lt Slefert thought 1t to be correct. A hundred yards from shore
the coxswaln turned the Doat around, returned 300 yards, then csnme
back to the beach about 1100 yards to the lelt of the proper position.
The landing wasg thusa at 1eaﬂt twenty minutes late, although the othep
gzctliong were all about ften minutes late also. The navy crew fired
thelr machine guns durlng the final Pun, but the fire was extremely
inaceurae. L

The fifth section wsas Lﬂﬂu:ﬂdﬁd by Lt Otto W. Clemens, hiep esatiatant

T/8gt Raymond T. SBtrojny. As this boat was approaching the shore 1%
seemed to be besgring ftoo far tn the right. An artillery shell lended
to the right of the beet. The coxswaln swung left because of this burat
but a ehell then Lit to the left of the bost. Lt Clemene seid, "Pake
her in. Lets get the hell off thls ship. Hoving toward the ahare the
boat recelved rnenv machine gun fire directly on the ramp. When the
boat landed fthe enemy machlne gun continwed %o fire, but the ramp ocould

not bte opened. When the ramp did get down the meckine gunner wes ocut
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of ammunitlion or changing his barrel. Most of the men got off the
boat in good shaepe before the gun again opened up.

In the headquarters section the ramp was slow in lowering. The
men hit the water with only rifle fire around them. Before all reached
the waters edge, however nortar shelle started landing in the water,
Severl of the men were k1lled including L% Pearre. The enemy mschine
guns raked the waters edge and all the men hit the dirt in 2 fully
exposed position. Capt Finke yelled %o the men to move forwerd and in
1ittle groups they advanced to the high water line. Here they hed a
small amount of defllade.' 'The light machine guns get up at the waters
edge to fire at%t a plll box. An enemy machine gun soon opened fire on
this exposed group killing the machine gun leader, S/Sgt William A.
Miller, and two squad leaders, Bgts. Robert Price and Rodney Chage,

The two gunners were wounded.

By the time the group readhed the high water mark only 17 of the
original 30 men were present. Of these seven were wounded snd the
gsectlon leader knew that nine of the absent had definitsly been killed,

The first assault boat hit an obstacle about 50 yards from shore,
Thlg ceused the boat to swing and almost flounder. The bosat ceptain

- trlied to get free but could not. Fire wzs hitting in front of the boat
so everyone yelled to lower the ramp. The ramp lowered quickly and the
men Jumped into neeck deep water, Some were hit right on the rsmp, some
in the water. On reaching the beach Lt Dennstedt turned and yelled to
the men to keep moving. At this moment he was killed by enemy machine
gun fire. The high weter mark wag 78 yarde away. Of the 30 men snd 1
offlcer leaving the boat, only 14 men reached this cover. 8gt Neseviteoh
looked back at the beach to sce if snyone still moved. Mortarf ehelle
were landing at the waters edge by this tine.

The second asezult boat beached about twerty or thirty yerds from
the land. The water was so.shallow -thet|the men could move quickly.
Between the boat and shore there wes dmall arms fire but no one seemed
to go cdown 1n the water. | On the beach the BAR men fanned to the right
end left, firing right from the edge of the water. The men generally
started running across the beach. At this point it is about a hundred
yerde to the high water line, Both BAR gunners were hi%t slmcst immediste -

~1y. The man on the right Pfc. Frank DeBellls, wes killed end the

- gunner to the left, Pfc George Bert, lost his right leg from a shell
fragment, Desplite this he pulled himself s hundred yerde to the cover.
He dled several hours later &s the praper 214 could not be given him.
Next the mortar squad leader, Bgt Joseph Zukowski, his gunner, Pfe
Rueben Schatz, and the two ammunition bearers, Pvts Goza Fazekse end
P. L. Wells were killed on the beach. 8gt Zukowski's last act wae to
pags the morter sight to Sgt Hammond. Hemmond triesd to reeover the
mortar but found it to be ruined so he threw all of #his equipment away.
The first ald men, Pvt Edwerd Morozewlicz, wss k1lled on the besch while
trying to 21d a man. About twenty men reached the cover, about half of
these were wounded. Those whe fell near the water could net be brought
forward. A Some of these kept moving just sghead of the inconing tide.
Many became overcome by the cold water and were carried out by is.

The third section landed near the headquarters section. The water
was more ihan six feet deep. There was small arme fire a2nd mortars
cauelng several cssvaltles in the water. On resching the beach the
men 2% dropped, many of them being mixed with the hesdquarters section.
On Capt Finke's urging the men moved forward. About twenty resched the
cover, hslf of them wounded,
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The fourth sectlon Jjumped into breast depp water. Small arme and
mortar fire fell all around but the men cleared the water well, Between
the waters edge and the cover, three men and Lt Siefert were wounded,
All of them resached the cover, but Biefert dled soon afterward.

The fifth section entered walst deep water vhich extendad about
£1f%y yards. While in the water they were subjected to machine gun
and rifle flre so that msny were wounded. By helping one another most
of them got out of the weter. Practically a2ll the men dropped on the
beach on reaching it. Boon they were urged on by Platoon Sgt Coleman
F. Btelrer and they reached the defilade. The fire was intense but as
the group moved forward eyeryone kept yelling, "Keep moving, keep moving.*
Lt Clemens waved the men®and and was killed at the edge of the besch.
Only seven men reached the ledge, one of these was wounded. A few
others orawled along very slowly Just shead of the tide. The aid man,
Pvt Morris T. Levline, made several trips out Yo the beach to help forward
thoese who could not move., He was serlously wounded before he began this
work, but Zept at 1% untlil he had done all he could. For this action
he was awarded the Silver Star,

FURRFFERER: BEBH#Y |
- By the tlme that each section had reached the beach and the cover
of the high water mark, only two of the offlcers were eapable of
command, All unite were badly scattered,

The first section made a cut through the wire. This wss done by
Sgt Davld N, Radford after the section had been on the beach about
filfteen minutes. Radford found the wire to be double apron type and
his bangslor torpede was not long enough to blow a peth., He returned
from the wire to the besch, ran to a wounded man to secure another
bangalore, returned to his exposed position at the wire, fastened the
torpedoes, and succesgfully blew & path throughk the wire. He was
ﬂxpnagg during every motion of this gperation end wae later swarded
the DSC.

Beyond the wire was a grassy fleld, the grass gbout two feet high,
The BAR man, Pvi Homer Richerds, covered the men as they crawled forward.
After wire was & fleld of personnel mines. In leading his unit through
the minefield, T/Sgt Edward I. Zukowski, brother of 8gt Joseph Zukoweki,
~was severly wounded by & mine. 8gt Nesevitch took charge @¢f the plztoon
- &and heeded on & right oblique through the minefield. The nmines extended
about fifty yarde. On reaching the bottom of the hill the unit met the
battalion executive officer, Major George Washington, who ordered the
unit to go to the tgp of the hlll., Here they were to build up a line of
fire. The hill was"gteep incline for about two hundred feet. The men
pulled themselves up by grabbing shrubbery, firing occazsionally. Forty-
five minutes elapeed between the blowling of the wire snd the arrivel at
the tep of the hill., The Germans had elaborate fox heles and trenches,
beautifully constructed and well cemdfl: geed, , The eneny ran without
putting up a fight. ﬂMﬂ#ﬁ-r‘f :

3gt Nesevltoch established a lline of fire with fourteen men. AS
this poeltion there wae a goed deal of sniper fire. Here Pvt Richards
wes killed. The men fired at three or four maschine gun positions with
rifle grensdes and forced many of the Germane back,

The thirteen men then moved #8#EHd inland at g right oblique for
about a mile. Just outside Colleville-Sur-Mer the group met & Company
under Captaln Dawson. OCeptalin Dawson put Nesevitich to guarding road
blocks.

Nesevitch says the majority of the Germans in the town were
drunk., He agleo said that G Compeny wae hit by our own heavy naval fire,

- q.
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The navel control party was approasched hy Neegevitich but they did not
geem to know just where thelr fire was landing. Nesevitoh suggested
that they move theilr fire to the town where 1% would go some good, but
the party merely had the fire ceaee,

Te headquarters detachment and third section landed directly in
eront of an enemy 8trong point. There were severzl emplacements and
pilll boxes ghout Two hundred vards away. The entire unlt was pinned
duwn until just before noon. About slix men were wounded by sniper fire
et this position. Capt Finke egen® a funner about 0BCO to the right (1)
to try to contast battalion. The runner returned about 1000 with an
order for Capt Finke to move 211 sec¢ond battal®n men to the right to
join the battallon. Finke turned the unit over to 1st Sgt Lombarskl
with directions 4o move 2 half sn hour later. The move did not take
place until well after 1180. After recelving orders, Lowbarski notified
everyone possible to prepare To move. Nt more than twenty men of the
two szotlons wsere able to do so. About this %time 8gt Lombarskl saw
three tesnks move from the left flank alohg the high water line. They

- were fully exposed but did not seem to Tire at anything.
Abosut 600 yards to the right (?) the party came to a bresk through
position. Thls was pogsibly R Company's. There were many people from
the Mrst Division moving through &nd men of the 118th Infantry, <9th
Division were milling around on the besch. Artillery fire peppered the
break through area. There was no small arms fire here, the mines were
tapgd off, and the men walked upright 150200 yards to the Top of the
hill.

At the top of the hill the party metl Capt Finke and also saw the
Regimental CP. lLombarskl then hed only ten men and sent a runner bask
to try and find the stragglers and any other F Company men he could.
The 8gt thinks the ten who didn't arrive nad been unable to stand the

- pace. Lt Rollins and Sgi. ward_Plons watbthe ten stragglers and came
shead. Both¢ Plone and Rellins)were wounded while moving forward
towerd the break through| position. |

Capt Finke wmoved the fen men near Gelieville-Bur-Mer to the battalion
rear CP. Lomberski and the ten men provided left flank protection for
the OP including & three men outpost. th4le plecing the outpost an
epemy machine gun opened fire on tombarski. OCapt Finke took a patrol

‘%0 flenk thies gun, but a mortar round lended nearby wounding Finke and
two men. Mortar Pire forced the batteiion CP to move back. By late
evening enough men Jjolned tie group &o thet lT.onbarskl hed twenly men.

while on the beach Tombarski saw & British destroyer come within
four hundred ysrds of ehore and directed cloee in fire on the bessch,
The strong point in front af lombsrakite landing positlon was not
wiped out until D4l. TFor leaderehlp and gallentry in sction, Lombarskl
received & clueter to his Allver Star.

The second section eontinued to recelve mortar and artillery fire
while on the besch. About 0900 the enemy fire alackened and Sgt Hemmond
noticed that men were gqing up the hill 800 yarde to hile left. Four
men and Hammond moved tgird thie area, thelr number inereased to about
eight by the time the break through area was reached.

At the bresk through there were a good numper of people., The
third bettalion CP was dug in on the beach, Hammond reported to Capt
Fdmonde who %told him to stand fast, Hamnmond remained with the third
battalion for the remailnder of the day. He did not move up the hill
antil lste that afternoon.

In the “ourth section, Jjust after Lt., Siefert dled, 3gt wWillisme and
his BAR man, Pvt Walter PlelaeXk, engagsd an enemy macihine gun nest.

- ;
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Plelock was wounded, At this time & DD tenk errived and knocked out
geveral mechnine guns., About the ssme tTime the Brltish destroyer arrived
end through 1ts fire enabled the third battslion to resch the erest of
the hill., TWilliams gection wes mixed with the third baettellon and =soon
Joined L Company.

By the time the fourth sectlion reached the creat of the hill Sgt
Eeemir J. Pisl was in charge of the sectlon. He ssw two Germsn 75mm
gune, a 47mm gun, two mortar positions, and many mechlne gun positiona,
All of these were very elsborate positiona, The mortar positions hed.
hand painted panoramic sketches {360 degreea) with the targﬂtq indiceted
on them. Our aortar fire and naval fire ceused the Germens %e leave,
They did not flre at the party going up the hill., 8/8gt lLewls Van
Boogatraten led all of the units up the hill, For this he wes decorated
with the Bilver Star,

The fifth section recelved a lot of machine gun fle on the beach
arce. BSgt Strojny found a better position seo he called his men %o it.
There he bullt a line of fire, foon he gaw tweo enemy machine gun positient
end directed 211 the flre to these. Both guns ceased to fire, Then
Strojny saw a2 plll box about a2 hundred yards away which was firing a

- ¥Omum gun toward the tanks on the beasch. He fired hils rifle at the
plll Lox then cellied for a bazooka. None of his men had one, but a
sergeant from the 1l16th Infantry sppeared with one. Btrojny told the
sergeant to fire at the gun. The gergeant sald he couldn't see 1%,
StroJny pointed 1%t out to him but the sergeant saild he 414 not have
anyone %o lecad, Strojny loaded the first round vhich went way wlde.

A cecond wae lcaded but 1t was too short. At thils tipme & mortar rourd
lended in the five yardic betwecen the two men, severely wounding the
gergeant. OStrojny wss not wounded 80 he took up the bazooks but 1t was
pléerced through the tube by shell fragnente, %?e eneny gun continued
firing which made Btro] }h;;ﬂ,_‘ﬁl4ﬂﬁh¢ﬂ&ﬂ %6 'try the bazooka anyweay,
so loasded a2 round and ripedy WHeIR1reY two rounds missed, the next

two were direct hits, Hiirrtﬁaleaa the pun continued to fire. Stronliy
yelled for more ammunition but there wsa none. He then went 8own the
besch and returned with six rounds he found. We fired sll glx from

the same positlon, a2ll rounds hltilng the target--the last one caucsing
the smmunition to explode. A number »of dead were observed and only cne

- Gernmsn was seen %o execape, Strojny fired st the Germsn with an M1 but
wae wounded by 2 sniper. The bullet entered his helmet over hils left
eye, going through the helmet and ieaving & lprge hele in the rear of
1t. Desplte thils, Btrolne wes only auperfiﬂially wvounded. For this
actlon Strojny was awarded the DAC,

Beelng the pill box in flames, Atrojlny urged his men forward., He
got up but novfollowed. Fe did see 2 zood spot to the 1Pt g0 he uread
his men to 1t. Hie men followed him but the men from the 116th Infantry,
who were nesrby, did not. Sgt Btrojny had hie men plck up two BARs the
116th had ebsndoned. He worked to the left to the point where his unit
was to cross, but as there was wlre he could not get through. 8Strojlny
got & men from the 116%th to blow a hole through the wire. The BAR men
vere placed on the right to fire into a weoded ares, Pvt Cherles
Rocheford hsd hie hand blown off by a mine ag he ceme into position.
Strojny ran through the gap and cleared the minefleld. e montioned
for the pthers to fellow. Flve men from 8trojny'e section and an

- offlcer and s sguad from the 1l16th followed. They recelved machine zun
fire from their right flenk. The entire group headei for this fire and
seven Germans were killed. COCne American was killed, one wounded, Both
of theere ware from the 116th. Another machlne gun emplacement wes

= *
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found snd sllenced with g demslitlon charge. Htrﬂ}hy

e of

wished to enter

the wooded srea, but the Lt from the 116th 1nsisted that a bombsrdmert
must come Tirset. The party withdrew, but could not contzet the navy.

Strojny then took his men, returned to the beach, and
left where he found the third battalion. He reported
moved forwerd with them for about a mile. This union
At 1600 orders were recelved for all second battalion
cwn orgenlzations. Atrojny's group tried to find the
but could not. They Informally atltached themselves %o
fnr' thﬂ 'Hi@lt.

moved %o the

to E Company and
was about 1300.

men te Jolin thslp
second bsttelion,
the Dbeach engineers
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The survivors in this company were group-interviewed on 22 Aug 44,
at Ferte la liace.

The Co hit the beach together except the H5th BT. They were shipping
much water and couldn't bail fast enough, so the boat was slowed, The
Co came in on 6 LCVPs, There were no casualties coming in. "Bullets
were dropping eround us like rain but the good Lord seemed to be with
us." (Capt Joseph T.Dawson. Note: This man is an unusually accurate
witness,) AP shells and some HE were hitting in and around the Co and
were having a harrassing erfeet on the men, but the nearest of these
did not fall ecloser than 50-60 yards, (T/Sgt V.J.Miceli.) There was
some machine gun fire which fell close to the boats, but on the whole
the automatiec fire of the enemy seemed to be inaccurate,

No 5 BT, getting to the beach, found its ramp fouled and unworkable.
The water inside was then up to the men's knees and this blocked the
mechanism, So the men had to clamber over the sides. This made them
a broadside target and they lost 15 men debarking---mostly to bullet

fire,

"The 2nd Section hit a sandbar 700 yds out, but the coxswain told the
men to stand steady and he bumped his way on through. He seemed to be -
absolutely fearless and he kept assuring the men that he was get them
in at the right plase.(lieut E.A.Day.) He paid for his courage with
his life., He tried to straighten the boat around after he dropped the
men and a shell made a direct hit on him,

The water was still quite clear when "B" hit the beach, The Co was
supposed to land at H PLUS 30, and did so, at the designated spot,
but the few men who had preceded "G" to this part of the beach had
been delayed and had been on the sand only 5 minutes.{Dawson). The
engineers were engaged in blowing the tetrahedrals, trihedrals and
mines, etc,, when the company came auhnra.(ﬂiceliis The men of "G
saw some men trying to land behind them (116th Inf and CWS troops)
and taking cover behind the obstacles. They were blown up by our own
explosives.(Miceli, Dawson.) The engineecrs had not yet completed the
lanes for the tanksi it was about 15 minutes after "G" landed that
the first lanes were clearedé in this area.(Dawson) However, three
tanks had arrived at this strip of beach (where they came into the
shore is not known) and had already been destroyed by direct fire from
the shore hatteries when “G" landed among them.(Dawson's estimate of
this arty fire was that it was not heavier than 75 or 77.) These were
DD tanks and were supposed to have preceded the first wave by 5§ mins.,
Out of 60 DD tanks which were supposed to have landed (this is Daw- ||
/| son's comment but the record requires a cheeck on this point) only |
these three had made the shore, Ten had drowned at once in the heavy
seas and others had foundered as they came on. All the way in, the
men of "G" had passed tankers afloat on rafts and had mistakenly
thought they were markers intended to guide the infantry. (Dawson,
Miceli,) Such was the height of the surf, that men in the "B" boats
were making bets to one another that none of their own eraft would
reach the shore, (8/Sgt Vineent J.Kachnik).

-
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The scene along the shingle as "G" landed was one of complete con-
fusion. "The assault wave had become pinned down, mentally if not
physiecally." (Dawson) There was no co-ordinated fire from the Amer-
icans ashore, "G" could see a line of men along the shingle, frozen
to earth and taking no steps against the enemy. They were bunched
shoulder to shoulder and were huddling on patches of ground which
gave them partial cover from the fire.(Dawson, Miceli.) These were
remnants from "E" but principally men from 116-E whe had been landed
on the wrong beach and had become demoralized in part by that error.
(Dawson,) The beaches were supposed to have been saturated with rock-
et fire from 5 ILCRs; one LCR hit the target and got its rockets in
the E-3 draw. The other rocket clusters had gone off in the water
quite far from the shore: the men of "G" had passed thousands of dead
fish killed by this fire.(Dawson)

g lost most of its men---63 all told---in getting from the boats to

the shingle. They fell md nly f» m mortar and bullet fire; the enemy
arty was falling tooc far behind to be dangerous. There was no .way,

- however, to minimize these beach-erossing losses. The men had to walk

across the sands; they could not sprint because of the weight of ammo,
demolitions, etc.(Dawson) It was the feeling of the men that their
losses would have b@en cut in half had their loads been cut likewise.
(Miceli,) When the ramps went down, some of the men couldn't move
ashore, but stumbled and fell in the water., They had become so cramped
because of crowding that their muscles would not respond; they lay _
in the water for a few minutes, rubbing their legs, then they erawled
aghore. (Lieut Marvin M.Stine) It even seemed to some of the leaders
that they were glad of the chance to agsault, so miserable had they
felt on the in-jourmey. (T/5gt Peter Gorba) Except for the wounded and
perhaps a few stragglers, the men streamed on up to the shingle. The
light mgs and the mortars were all with Dawson; he put up the mgs on
top the shingle and the mortars at the base of it. Five minutes after

- hitting the shingle, these weapons were ready to fire. At first the

men ould see no targets, so they put down a general "zone" fire., At
least 10 minutes passed in this way. Then new boat waves came into
the beach, At that, the enemy fire shifted from the beach and shingle
to the oncoming boats. "They caught all of the unshirted hell that
'G' Co had been catching, When that happened, the men at the mortars
and mgs had their first chance to see the targets c¢clearly. They spot-
ted 8 or 10 emplacements---some of them loocking like Tobruk pits--=-
and we directed dll our fire toward fhese points. The BARs and rifles
added to the volume, We tried to put rocket fire on the emplacements
but the rockets were ineffective. So was the mortar fire," (Day) The
open emplacements were directly to the front of "G"; the heavier guns
were off to the flanks., The Co profited by the fact that there was a
small defilade direetly ahead and this was what helped most in get-
ting the advance g ing. (Kachnik)

The wire --2 double aprons and a concertina, about 10 ft broad---
was about O yds beyond the shingle. While the offensive fire was be-
ing built up, 4 to & men from each seetion blew the wire ahead of
them with bangalores, having to use 4 bangalores to cut one lane.
They did this under bullet fire.(Dawson) Pfe¢ Henry J.Peszek wiggled
through and under the wire with Lieut John D.,Burbridge. They got
part way through and Burbridge got his pack hung up. He shook him-
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self loose, Peszek yelled to him:"Keep going. I'm going baek for the
bangalores." He exploded two of them: both men were lying within 6 °
0f the torpedoes when they exploded. Peszek got ereased on the arm
by & bullet while laying the second torpedo but kept working.

This was the best placed and ecut lane along the beach, Through it,
most of the men of "G" passed, and the Bns which came after them took
the same route.

A mine field lay beyond the wire. There were two dead Americans lying
in the mine area; they had been bleown upe The men of "G" went through
the field over the bodies of the two dead men, figuring that this was
their safest route. They then continued on througihthe Roman Ruins
and proceeded up the draw, Dawson was out ahead of them., He had orawl-
ed through the wire and gone on up the hill with Pfe Frant Baldridge
to see if he could eclear the way for his men, They got halfway up the
draw, Dawson then found himself caught between the fire of his own
men and fire from an enemy mg at the head of the draw. Having walked
up to that point, they flopped next to a fallen log for cover. Dawson

- told Baldridge:"Leave your equipment here, Go back and get the rest
of the Co."

Baldridge crawled on ®dack and Dawson crawled on another 75 yds, He
moved to any cover he could find, The draw was V-shaped, the ruins
being right at the bottom of the V. There was a promontory at the
top near the left hand angle of the V. He crawled on behind this and
around, which move put the enemy emplacement a little behind him and
to his right., He was ¥ithin 10 yds when the Germsns saw him, swung

. the mg around and firpd wildly., He heaved a Tfragmentatidn grenade;

-+ 1t exploded between thel and killed beth men. '

Dawson then waited at the brow of the hill for the company to come up.
As the platoons reached him, he deployed them, Baldridge, the messen-
ger, had met 5th Section under Lieut Kenneth Bleau already coming up
the hill, Kechnik, getting frd as far as the ruins, then found that
most of the men weren't following Bleau. He went back to the Beach,
amld learned that in the interval the asst section leader had been hit
on the beach and there was no one to "Boot the men on." He went to
work on them and before long, got the majority moving up the hill. He
~then followed along. Come to the top of the hill, Xachnik saw "minen"
signs to his lef't. He heard someone yell:"Try the righti" There were
more signs in that direction. He then tried loocking for a path and be-
gan to crawl through the field. Four men followed him---8 Sgt Joseph
Gaetano, Pfc Richard Torrey, Pvt Leo A.Sheerer and Pvt Louis Johns.
They hit no mines and they crawled on to the hedgerow beyond the field---
200 yds or so. Kachnik sent Sheecrer back with the word:"It's safe,
Tell the men to come ahead." The Co, however, was already coming ahead,
guiding on the trail which led frd from the draw. The enemy fire by
now had almost ceased. The men of "G" continued on for about 1000 yds.
They then saw Germans "milling around"” 150 yds or so to their left-
ward. S/Sgt Joseph Barr moved out along the hedge with an M-1 and
took 8 prisoners, routing them from out of a dugout. They were a mix-
ture of Germans and Poles. (The Co had seen mortar fire coming from
this position and had thus spotted the enemy group in the first place.)
The other elements quit the shingle and came on behind "G", but many
of the men stayed in the draw, where the cover wam better.

™
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Save for his dead and wounded, Dawson had brought every man off the :
beach, He did not have one malingerer. To the eye of Kachnik, it h
- seemed that the new men came along quite as well as the old men, and :
in some cases, with more dash., In the journey across the mine field, |
part of the Co had been guided by & Russian POW, picked up on top

the hill, On the beach, the work of rescue proceeded with T/5 Ray
Smith, Pvt Abraham Nearon and Pvt Philip Kalan, aid men, figuring con-
spicuously. They worked back and forth dragging the wounddd from the
gands before the tide could over-take them, Smith, an unusually large
man, made three trips across the beach, carrying men on his back or
in his arms, Smith was hit in the leg, Kahan in the side but they
kept working until next day when both were evacuated for wounds. Also,
conspicuous for his work on the beach was Pyt James Stickles who work-
ed for several hours, away from the cover of the shingle, patching up
men, A private named Meadows was hit by a bullet while erossing the
mine strip Just off the beach. T/5 Smith c¢rawleéd out, got him, and
-garried him fo the shingle on his back.,

i L i e i ek e el = —

The plan was for J3rd and 4th sections to attack the German bivouac |
area on the right (marked TPS) after which the whole Co would pivot |
~against Colleville-sur-lier, lst and 2nd sections would then advance |
on Colleville and the others would remain behind as a reserve, They
proceeded to operate on this plan. About 12 men were lost in cleaning
the enemy from the bivouac area in a close-up house-to-house action
fought through with rifles and grenades, After this joB was complete
and the Co made the left turn, Dawson found the fire from the Colle-
vijle positions building up against him at such a rate that he real-
‘ized he could not take the village. The hour was about 1300 and his

men had penetrated the edges of the compunity. Burbridge's lst sect-

- ion anchored the Co ‘here, containing a few bldgs along the outskirts.

‘Bleau's 5th section $ié&d in to Burbridge on the S, extending the Co
line to a group of bldgs just short of the bivouaec area, THE{BEKEF
AUBXBEBEIEHES GINAREY Lieut Day's 2nd section closed the perimeter to
the N, Dawson sent word to Lieut Col Hicks at 1430 that he could not

commit the Co to the attack on Colleville, He was partly influenced

- by the fact that the other two sections, under Stine and lLieut James

Kruckas, had become separated from the Co, having gone on tdb high

- ground about 1000 yds beyond. They had purposed to so extend themsel-
ves in order to cover the exposed flank, this being done at an hour

" when it was s8till reckoned trhat the other three sections could take

Colleville, The enemy then filtered in behind the two sections., They

did not mean organiged resistance but riflemen coming in on the flanks

picked off 1 officer and 2 men. |

At about 1500, 18th Inf came through "G" and went on S of Colleville,
by-pascsing the Germans in Colleville. "G" continued to hang on Colle-
ville's flank. At 1€30 the Navy opened fire on Celleville and swept
the town from end to end, Dawson took 8 casualties in the opening fire
which landed right in "G"'s position, The cordite fumes became so in-
tense that &1l of "@", including the aid men attending the wounded,
had to carry on in gas masks, Orange smoke was sent up but the fire
continued, It was lifted at last by a radio message put through Bn,
The enemy in Colleville did not waver during the fire and POWs takeng
by "G" next day said they had not lost a man during the shelling.
(Dawson) .

ol
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Dawson was getting small arms fire from all arcund his perimeter. Losses
were occeurring, but there was no place to withdraw the men. The arrival
of the 18th Inf had caused a slackening of this fire for a few minutes;
then when the larger group went onm, it picked up again, Dawscn was hit
in the knee but felt that he had to stay on. Eighteen men in the three
sections had been either killed or wounded by the American naval fire

or énemy bullet fire while the Co clung to the flank of Colleville dur-
ing the afternoocn.

In the meantime, these things had happened: 16-1 had started arriving
at 1300 and had gone into position on "G"'s rear; their later elements
cont inued to build up through the mid-afternoon. "G" was not at con-
taect with them---did not even know they were there---but gradually the
enemy fire from that part of the perimeter fell away tc a whisper. The
night was fairly quiet,

At about 0800 on D PLUS 1, Dawson put his first patrol through the
town- --Burbridge, Kruekas, Gaetitano, Peszek and 4 others, They worked
down the main road, moved carefully from house to housey shot a few

- enemy riflemen and captured eight prisoners. As they reached the edge
of the town, the 20th Ings and some MPs came dong behind them. The pat-
rol was followed by exactly one block by an MP carrying "OFF LIMITS®

- signs., Gaettano clean®d out one house, went on a short distance, went
back snd tried tc re-enter the same house as he wasn't certain wheth-
er he had completed the job. An MP said:"You can't go in there.," Gaet-
tano rerlieds"The hell I ecan't, Just try to stop mel" and went on in.

=

{Burbridge).

At 1000 Dawson was orilered to digplage the Col te the S side of the town. |
They went 200 yds and drew fire. Dawsen got two seetions up to an HR
and built up a fire prsition. (18th Inf was 500 yds on beyond him.)
In a 15-minute engagement, "G" disposed of 17 Germans who had gone by
an underground passage from the barracks in Colleville to prepared
positicns outside the village. They had got out in the early morning.
One 60 mm shell, landing dead ceter, took all of the fight from this
erew, “G" killed 5 and captured 12, having lost two of its men (wounded)
in the same skirmishe |

It was Dawson's impression that the lanes cut by his Co in the wire
were used by 18th, 26th and other elements.
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COMPANY A, 1st MEDICAL BN, /)@

REPCORT | | (}ﬂ 2

On June 6, 1944, at 083C - two hours after H hour- ILCI no. 85 carrying
90 personnel mf the Company A, 13t Med., Bn. landed on Fox Gr=en Beach.

Tmmediately on the tﬂuching of shore the enemy opensd fire on the LCI
with Migetiine gun, 47 mm and heavier artillery. BSeveral dirsct hits wers.
werez made going thpomph the front holds, the control room, and the forward
decXx killling sﬂveral men and severely wounding several more. Immediatel
Captain Hahn with an ald man went into hold No. 2 to give medical aid and |
administer plasma to a critically injured natient. Captalin Apanasewics was ¢
on star board side algo giving 2id and treatment to eritically wounded.

The beach at thils place was not satigfactory for a landing so the LCI
was withdrawn fom land a few hundred yards then came in again to make

another landing to hhe right.

OCn this 2nd landing_we gucceeded in reaching shore the port side ramp
wag witndrawn from land a few hundred yards then came in again to make
another landing to the riTht -

Cn this 2nd landing we succeeded in reachinz shore ths port side ramp
was lowered and the men started getting off. About 20 of the men from
A Company succe=ded in getting into the water when the enemy azain opened |
fire hitting th- ramp throwinz it off the side of the boat into the water
and' at the same time badly wounding some of the men as they came off the
ship. During this time other direct hits went into the holds sgetting
two of ‘them on fire, by his time the holds and deck were littered
with dead and wounded when the 3rd hold caught on fire there were still
several men in it and since the ozening to thisz hold was on the inside

-they were becoming cuite panichy. We suceesded in getting th=m through

the door to the outside dsek.

However there was a eritically injursd U”ti@ﬂt in the officers’
cabin immediately above and in front of the opening of the 3rd hold.
Another man and myself went Into-the cabin in face of terrific heat and J
blinding smoke and earried the helpless patient to the deek. At this time
Lt. Lundgren went up to the control tower to give aid to one of the inju-
red men. The control tower by this time was fulkl of smoke,  The ship
wag listing badly to starboard and Whs\lrapiddy Binkine, It was also get-
ting out of control thersfors wis sw&ﬂgiﬂw around with the tide so that
the port side was exposed @@ th® shore. The enemy was still firing
and gsome hits were scored on the nort qid The erew finally got the

‘badly listing ghin out into the water fotﬂmr from shore, thes fire was

beinz extinmuished snd we started with the dezd and wounded to the
Ohase to he evacus ted,

Throuchout this time-during the attempted WHt landing and the 2nd
—anding, the followinz officers and men: Cantain Hahn, Captain Apsnage-

wiez, L*. Lundzren, 5gt. Dunphy, Sgt. Kline, Corp. Ginnetti, Pvts. Hopper

and Ji:«, with ut *9? disregard for their own safety or position on the
ship gave first aid, set up plasma units 2nd helped carry patients
from the holds and cabling to the deck thus saving the lives of zeveral
eritically Injured patients, '
Wwhen the [C1 reaehed the Chase the same men continued to work at top
2 inded from the sinking ship to & place
safety This removal ®Bins done by plaecineg the natients into net
T ol

ol

apeed to transport the dead and wor
{:}f ---"'-JJU
litters which were 1ifted by derric

to the larger shlp. |
After all evacuation was completed w2 azain organized the remaining

part of the company transferred to an LCM .and returned to the beaech &t

about 5 P,}M., The landine this time beir z.on Hagy Red Beach. Thig lan-

dinc was accomnlishsed in the tace of a heavy artillery barrase on the very
beach in which we were landing and in splite of the fact that acaln gceveral

of 'ths men were inijured or killled, D the men Sot, Dannhy ., Sat " Kiing,
Corporal ii_ﬁ%ﬁti. CT the offleers Captain Mahn, Capfain Apanasewics
and Cantain Ralston were hit. Bome of them ﬂ?itﬂﬂallv Zocn. bt this
tima Li. Loun ﬂ“rﬂﬂ ﬂ*“+*ﬂﬁw1m5:ﬂ nimselt by giving 214 to those injured
and kelping “fﬂ??q to aress of gafety from the inceming tide Ihis a8t}
being done . while the begeh was gtill uUnder an artillery barrade

T

Lataer in LHh= evening 2fter mors of the men had hH
reported o the Regt. ﬂﬂ“*ﬂﬁr To atd An. fihe F?Hﬂugtlﬁﬂ.

Cf the men who ﬂﬁﬂ”“ﬂ" shore from the Tirst lapnding Egt.'Eaaletti |
ﬂi%fi“””i““mﬂ hWimself by keepinsz the unit together =5 well ag assisting and’
Ava qﬂ the first aid espe to essuaitice alonz tThe shore, 8zt. Coodiis
St ' Sechom, Pvt. Richardson and Pvi. Boucie throughout' thas
de Bled se the shore ziving fiwst ald., Thls wWas doness=t gl
& eqguent T“P“Giﬂﬂ” throughout the .day recaived terrific horrao

v, mach na gyn “and sniver-fire, ‘

=
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2 Cod A. 1lst lMed. Bn,

1t was here that Captain Ralston organized and directed what men he

nad left with him, though dazed ang suifering from thes shock of

what we had all been through, to get into a small landing craft, LCM,

and’ make another attempt at a landing, Several of the uninjured personn=l
had already boarded the Chase but it was Captain Ralston who decided

that our duty was ashore and not out on the Chasge.

It was now after three o'clock and our small overcrowded craft
headed for the shore asain. As we approached the shore after a very
rough and choppy trip in we could observe shall firing and mines
still explodine on the beach. O,r craft hit the beach and immedistely
we all headed for shore, but several exploslons of gsome sort ocourred
28 we left the craft and more casualties were suffered bv our men
and other men who were with ua.

It was then that we later learned that Captain A-anasewicz was hit
and unaccounted for. When I looked arcund there wagsthree men severly
injured. One was Private Cinnetti whom later died while lying thre.
S,rge=nt Klein was injured and after tying him up he managed to
crawl to a higher part of the beach. The other injured man with help
wes brought of shore to position behind a3 previously damsged boat,

It was behind this damaged boat that I found several injured men
wnom were in danger of the incoming tide. Upon securing aid from
gome very helpful corpmen Wo were up on the beach these men were removed
to a more comparative place of safety. Sergeant Dumphy who was among
those injured on the last landing though severely wounded himself dig
" “lp in the direction of care for the other wounded men about him.
watlle we attempted to gt the men off the beach.,

It was due to Captain Ralstons efforts that Company A was able to
reorganize itself and later on that D-Day evening though geverely
handicaped acain furetion as a Collecting station. P_rsonnel from those
that were left were sent to the Sixtesenth surgeon for use as litter
bearers late th2t evening.

L

Kent T. Lundgren, 2LtHAC
0-1542779
Co A 1lst Med Bn
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C.0. 16th I _fantry.

~1: Regimental Section descended nets into LCM #1 at 0600 hrs,
June 6, 1944, Heavy equipment was lowered into the boat. The sea was
rough with considerable ground swell. 2and craft rolled pitched and
tossed. lMany men were gia szck within fifteen minutes of being ofifthe
ship. The Bn sections accompanied their regpecting battallons on shore.

The LCIN approabbed the beach at the eastern end of "Easy Red" but obs-
tacles were not cleared and machine -un Bullsts were hitting the beach.

The coxswain pulled of and made a landingzon the extreme end of "BAsy R "
beach. Machine gun bullets were hitting the boan and landing in the P |
water all about the boat as we descended from a ramp into walist deep water, °
Ihe time was now approximately 0815 hrs,

C r group made its way ashore through the tetra-hedral and log obsta-
cles, 8 distance of about 75 yrads. I_ spifle the MG fire all of the group
reached shore without beinsz hit. With the help of my first sergeants, 1
I agsembled the men in a group on the shell shelf above the hich water mark.
I led the men to the east along the beach follwoing Ctfonel Taylor 's lead.

We pulled wounded from the surf, rendered first aid and placed these men
in the best shelter available, as we traveled down the besach. The E3B
medical personnel not functioning, I pa=sed members of the first, second
and third Bnk medical sections as we went eastward on the beach. These
men seemed all at work pulline wounded from the surf and dressing themn.

A g fire MG rifle and artillery, was heavy along the beach at this time.

Funtioninz was uncertain snd movement thoongh the shells complicated by
the numbsr of personnel was uncertain snd the EID lying full lensth on
the shelf was slow difficult and lsborious. I examined several dead |
on route down the beach, some had been kil ed brmines, others br _ 1
machine gun, others by artillery and mortar fire bhut 2 great percentage |
were dead from bullet wounds through the head. |
A helt was made after thres hundred yards gdit+the beach had been |
covered. R<dio eguipment WikkaRchk Wds et iB—and 2 tentative CP set
up. Iy group continued carine®ropbhe! wounded in this area.
Coronel T, ylor issusd indBructions to Co. and Bn., CO's at this point
the men moved to the west along the beach in searech of sn exit. i
Fire gseemed heavy alonsz the route going back and we treated several |
cagsual.ties along the way back, I was fore=sd to est after Bkk going }
525 yards and ssaff geargent Goldbers led the men toward the exit. :
I then followed treating patients en route. T worked for about two
. Jutes behind cover of the DD tanks just short of he exit in the wvici-
mty of the ruined house. T met 2 wounded officer reculring assistance
and had him come throuch the exit with: me, and asgsisted him up the hill |
following & taped lane through the mine fleld. T 1neated the CP and |
reported then rejoined our men 25 vds west of the CP dus in on a steep |
slope, |
The men were all present but Capt. Tierney was missing. Capt. |
LaVire wags present. All of our portabls equlpment was present and all &
the men had galvaged additional supplies and two litters which they
had found on the beach It was now .2pproximately 1040 hours. ‘ |
Ihe men were dispatched in all directi-ns on the slope to assist in
bringing wounded men. (These wers being hit by shell PBracgments %) |
T/3 Bailey and T73 TraREYkizRk Friedenberg voluntarily  dsescended the hill
back to the beacH k& despite the heavy artlllery fire to render aid
and o rescue an injured man on 2 mine field. W_ had colleeted 80
woulded men in the wecinity of the CP By 1900 hours. Five of these
men wers seriously wounded these of which died during the night from :
shock and exposure dssnite the use of blood plasma and blankets '
ziven by Lt. Coronel Corley, Bn. C1 of the 3rd Bn. 26 Inf, Major
P1litt had messaces gent to the KkkB% Ancon for beach and navl personnel
to evacuate the wounded. I called lajor Fiechy at Div. Porward CP
and asked for litters, blankets, men and boats., He promised to cet them.
At Bout 2200 hours we 124 2nd assited the walkine wounded back to
the besach so that thev could be put sboard LOVES bringing in the 26th
infaptry. Litter cases, about fifteen in number, were earried to 2 naval

T/atation in the ruined house.. There was no maval™®fricer. at t
Atot4%n. /. stopoed evacuating and tge aneny Beggn aZAIn aﬁeflfng %ﬁa

beack: an? hit an abandoned LCM loaded with ammunition which began to
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An auxiliary surgical sroup attached to the 3B joined about 2200
hours, They however were useless., They had no equipment, no litters
and no litter besarers and were only interested in a place of shelter
Irom enemy artillery fire., Capt., Ralston CO collecting company
Rk A, first Med. Bn brought 12 litter bearers, all he had at
2230 hours. +hese were sent out to the Bn Med, Center with whom
we came 1ln contact by runer, Early D plus 1 he brought up an additional
ten litter bearers and two litters which were sent forward to the 3rd
Bn., '
During the artillery shelling just bejore dark. T/5 Kisker
of the lled. Det. wasg hit in the neck and seriously wounded by shell
fragment. '
A man from headouarters co. was wounded by naval AA fire durin
the nizht. :
The Morning of D plus one we evacuated our kkkRkR wounded |
walxing and litter to a 6l1lst med. bn. which had had set up a station
in the viecinity of exit E-3.Bk At 1200 hours D plus 1 we moved inlsnd.

V3

336304546

From an account by Major kel Charles E Tegtmyer, Regimental surgeon,
16th I,f, Headquarters, g
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